‘Poverty 24/6’ continues to grow as ‘word gets around’

A year ago The New Vision offered
its readers a glimpse into a day of Pover-
ty 24/6, which today operates under the
auspices of the Diocese of Tucson to feed
and clothe the poor of Nogales, Sonora,
helping people living at the city’s garbage
dump with no jobs, no food, no running
water.

Poverty 24/6, founded in 2005, has expe-
rienced much growth in the last year, a year
of firsts, a year of eye-opening experiences,
and a year of many blessings. For starters,
Bishop Gerald F. Kicanas made Poverty
24/6 a Trust of the Diocese and also made
it a deaconate project.

“Deacons are ordained to serve the
littlest and weakest among us. This project
is reflective of the role of the deacon in the
Church which is to remind all in the church
of the preeminence of service,” said Bishop
Kicanas. “This project seeks to invite all in
the community to lend a hand to people in
desperate need and I am grateful that so
many have gotten involved.”

There are eight active Catholic parish-
es, the Jewish and Buddhist communities
and an Episcopal Church in Tucson who
lend their efforts to “give poverty a day
oftf” The charity’s slogan is one stressed
by Deacon Joe Bogushefsky of St. Chris-
topher Church in Marana, who is a trustee
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and president of Poverty 24/6.

“Our Lord said in Deuteronomy, poverty
will be with us for all time,” Joe said. “When
I thought about it, He never said pover-
ty couldn’t take a day off. Even God took
a day off after six days of creation. Hence
the term Poverty 24/6 ‘Give poverty a day
off’..It got people thinking poverty doesn’t
have to be 24/77”

In hopes to alleviate the suffering of
poverty at least for that one day, the char-
ity now counts on about 100 volunteers
who collect, sort and distribute the dona-
tions of used clothing, furniture, kitchen
wares, toiletries, new bedding and medi-
cal supplies coming from Tucson and
surrounding areas.

More than 100,000 meals were served
last month to more than 30,000 people,
according to Bogushefsky, who has secured
the help of a Mexican food distributor. The
distributor has been donating all the meats,
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vegetables, rice and water to several drop-
off locations throughout Nogales, includ-
ing the migrant centers, drug and rehab
centers, the orphanages and the nursing
homes, as well as the Nogales dump that
is now “home” to 35 families. Any funds
collected are used for vehicle maintenance
and transportation of the goods and other
donations across the border.

Volunteers who have been impacted by
what they have seen in a presentation or
in person have joined the various efforts.
Volunteers have organized clothing drives,
Mexican fiesta dinners, raffles and presen-
tations to help raise awareness.

“Word is getting around,” said Bishop
Kicanas. “When people hear the need to
help those living at the dump in Nogales,
Sonora, especially the young, they want to
reach out. People are very generous and are
willing to share when they see a real need.
I hope more people will come to know the

needs of our neighbors and how we can
help them by our generosity.

“As Mother Therese of Calcutta says, we
can only help one person at a time. Pover-
ty 24/6 is not advocating for change but
simply trying to provide some assistance to
people in desperate need. We can all help.”

Father Abran Tadeo, pastor of St
Christopher Parish, has been instrumen-
tal in making this ministry a success as he
provides advice and administrative space
for the organization. He travels regular-
ly to Nogales to make sure donations are
distributed to those really in need. He has
checked on operations, has prayed with
residents of the rehab centers, and has
been active in providing shelter for the
orphans.

“All T know is that the Holy Spirit is
taking me in directions I could have never
imagined I'd go,” Deacon Joe said. “And the
most exciting part is yet to come, because
I know not where it will end, but it’s been
a wonderful wild ride and I'm hanging on
for dear life”

If you would like to see the needs for
yourself, volunteer, donate or get more
information, contact Deacon Joe Bogush-
efsky at joenjanb@q.com or at 520-975-
4727. The website is www.poverty24-6.
org.
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